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Old-time religion in 'God's Trombones'

The Delaware Valley Chorale's concert Saturday night at Newark United
Methodist Church was terrific -- good enough to hear again on Sunday, Nov.
22, in Wilmington.

"God's Trombones" -- a sermon in verse by poet James Weldon Johnson --
is a tribute to the fiery black preachers of the old South, arranged against
traditional Negro spirituals by composer Roy Ringwald. Guest conductor
Lawler Rogers and the chorus caught their visceral energy and emotional
conviction.

With narrators Tina Betz as the prayer leader and Joshua Martin as the
preacher, it was thrilling to hear. Betz spoke with the passion of belief, and
Martin had a sonorous dignity in retelling the Creation and Last Judgment
stories.

Franz Schubert's Mass in G was gorgeous, with lovely interplay in the Agnus )
Dei between the soloists Angelyn Robinson, soprano; David Anderson, tenor; e Blog Archive
and Jeffrey Chapman, baritone. Nancy Chronister was the conductor.

"On Green Mountains" by Steve Danyew won the chorale's 2009 composition v 2009 (92)
contest. Danyew set a simple lyric praising nature to sweeping melody. The o ¥ November (9)
choir, led by artistic director David Christopher, rendered the mood with = On November 21, the
seamless cohesion. Taggart-Grycky Duo
Danyew, a graduate student at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, N. of Christ...
Y., will attend Sunday's concert too. The program will be at Saints Andrew « Old-time religion in
and Matthew Episcopal Church, 719 N. Shipley St., Wilmington. 'God's Trombones'
Tickets are $20, $16 for seniors and students, $8 for children under 12. Call = It takes a special
(302) 325-4110. Or see http://www.delawarevalleychorale.org/. person
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