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Six Little Songs (2020) 

Duration: 8:45 

The Letters (0:50) 
Orchard (1:30) 
Thanksgiving (1:15) 
Academy Hill (2:15) 
The Man in the Moon (2:00) 
The Chase (1:00) 

Instrumentation:  

Soprano (or Baritone) 

Flute 
Clarinet in Bb 1 
Clarinet in Bb 2 
Bass Clarinet in Bb 
1 Percussionist (vibraphone*, glockenspiel, xylophone, triangle, wind chimes) 
Piano 

*Vibraphone motor should be off.  

 

Notes 

Each of the poems that I set in this song cycle is a little vignette, written by my wife Ashley, that depicts a scene from our 
life together. My goal in writing the music was to create a unique musical world for each vignette that would help tell the 
story of that poem.  

Here are details of the inspiration of each poem, from Ashley:  

The Letters - a poem about the letters Steve and I wrote to each other the summer after we first met, 
when we were living on opposite sides of the country. 

Orchard - a reflective poem about our visit to a small, family-owned apple orchard in Central 
Massachusetts one Sunday afternoon in early fall. It was a quiet, grey day, and the owners invited us to 
wander through the orchard as long as we liked. 

Thanksgiving - a poem about our travels to visit Steve's family in Connecticut for our annual 
Thanksgiving gathering.  
 
Academy Hill - a poem about a quiet hilltop park in the small Massachusetts town where we lived just 
after graduate school. (The place where Steve proposed.) 

The Man in the Moon - a poem about childhood memories and the mystery of a moonlit night. 
 
The Chase - a playful poem about the sun and the moon and a reflection on how fast time moves 
(especially when you’re in love). 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Six Little Songs was commissioned by a consortium of schools and ensembles  
led by Trae Blanco and Murray State University. 

 

With great thanks to the commissioning organizations and individuals: 

Trae Blanco, Murray State University 
Robert Ambrose, Georgia State University 

Josh Byrd, University of West Georgia 
Jason Caslor, Arizona State University 

Jared Chase, Nazareth College 
Justin Davis, University of Wisconsin La-Crosse 

Michael Hancock, University of Oklahoma 
Tremon Kizer, University of Central Florida 

Jim Kull, St. Charles East High School 
Eric Laprade, The College of New Jersey 

Leah McGray, State University of New York – Geneseo 
Russel Mikkelson, Ohio State University 

John Oelrich, University of Tennessee Martin 
Andy Pease, Hartwick College 

Mark Scatterday, Eastman School of Music 
Dominic Talanca, University of North Carolina Wilmington 
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