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‘Twas the Night Before Christmas (2023) 

 
Notes on Optional Instruments 
 

Sleigh Bells: A choir member (or percussionist) can play quarter notes on sleigh bells 
during the blues choruses (noted in the score). Sleigh bells should rest during other 
sections, and mm. 237-238. 
 

String Bass and Drum Set: Optional string bass and drum set parts are included. Both 
parts rest during the opening section. Drum set enters in m. 91 and string bass enters in 
m. 99. Drum set should play with brushes throughout.  

 

Program Note 

 

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas was commissioned in 2023 by Fond du Lac High 
School (WI) in Celebration of the 20th Anniversary of their holiday prism concert, 
“Night of Silence.” As I was thinking about possible themes and texts for the 
commission, I thought of the classic Clement C. Moore poem that we know as ‘Twas the 
Night Before Christmas (his title for the poem was actually A Visit from St. Nicholas).  

Once I settled on this text and began spending more time with it, I began to feel like the 
poem had two parts. First, there is the quiet and dreamy opening that depicts a peaceful 
Christmas eve, with everyone tucked into bed, drifting off to sleep. Then, once the 
narrator peers out the window and sees St. Nicholas on the lawn, it feels to me like the 
poem enters a new section. So, I tried to write music to accompany these two sections 
that would help bring out the character of each. The music for the beginning section is 
gentle and lilting, like a lullaby. For the second section, when we encounter St. Nicholas 
and his reindeer, I wanted to create music that captures the magic, mystery, and 
playfulness of Santa Claus.   
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Commissioned by Fond du Lac High School in Celebration of the 20th Anniversary of Night of Silence
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&
?

b

b

b

b

S
A

T
B

Pno.

œœ œœbb œœ œœ œœ ‰ œœ
up to the house top theœœ œœbb œœ œœ œœ ‰ œœ
up to the house top the

117 œœ Œ Ó
œœ Œ Ó

117

œœ œ œ œ Œ œœ œœ
rein deer they flew, with aœœ œ œ œ Œ œœ œœ
rein deer they flew, with a

Ó Œ œœ- œœ-

Ó Œ œ- œ-f

unis.

unis.

œœ œœbb œœ œœ œœ œœ
sleigh full of toys, and Saintœœ œœbb œœ œœ œœ œœ
sleigh full of toys, and Saintœœ Œ Ó

œ Œ Ó

œœ œ œ œ Œ ‰ jœ
Nich o las too. Andœœ œ œ œ Œ ‰ Jœ
Nich o las too. And

∑
Ó ‰ jœb - œ- œb -

F

unis.

unis.

- - - -

- - - -

ä

â

ä

ä

&

?

&
?

b

b

b

b

S
A

T
B

Pno.

121 œb œ œ œ œ œ œ
then,

then

in a twink ling, I

w
œb œ œ œ œ œ œ
then,

then

in a twink ling, I

w
121 ....˙̇̇̇b œœœœ

œ

w

œb œ œ œ Œ ‰ jœheard on the roof

the

˙ Jœ
œb œ œ œ Œ ‰

jœheard on the roof

the

˙ Jœ

œb - œ- œ- œ. Œ ‰ Jœ

˙̇̇b Œ ‰ Jœ&
f

œœ œœbb œœ œœ œœ œœ
pranc ing and paw ing ofœœ œœbb œœ œœ œœ œœ
pranc ing and paw ing ofœ

Œ Ó
œ Œ Ó

œœ œ œ œ œ Œ
each lit tle hoof.

œœ œ œ œ œ Œ
each lit tle hoof.

∑
∑

unis.

unis.

- -

- - -

-

-

-
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&
?

&
&

b

b
b
b

S
A

T
B

Pno.

∑

∑
125

œœb .
Œ

œœ. Œ
Œ œ. Œ œ.

125

F

∑

∑
œœb .

Œ
œœ. Œ

Œ œ. Œ œ.

∑

∑
œœb .

Œ
œœ. Œ

Œ œ. Œ œ. ?

Ó Œ œ œ
As I

Ó Œ œ œ
As Iœœb œ œ- œ.

Ó
‰ jœ œb œ œb

f

funis.

unis.

&

?

&
?

b

b

b

b

S
A

T
B

Pno.

129 œ œ œ œ œ œ
drew in my head and wasœ œ œ œ œ œ
drew in my head and was

129 wwww

w

œ œ œ œœb œœ œ œb
turn ing a round, down theœ œ œ œœb œœ œ œb
turn ing a round, down the

œœœœ. ‰ ‰ œœœœb .
Ó

œœ.
‰ ‰ œ. Ó

unis.

unis.

œ œ œb œ œ œ
chim ney Saint Nich o las

œ œ œb œ œ œ
chim ney Saint Nich o las

wwwwb

ww

œ œ œ œœbb œœ œœ œœ
came with a bound. 'Twas the

œ œ œ œœb œœ Œ
came with a bound.

œœœœb . ‰ ‰ œœœœb .
Œ

œœ- œœ-

œœ.
‰ ‰ œœ.

Ó
f

- - - - -

- - - - -

&
?

&
?

b

b

b

b

S
A

T
B

Pno.

133 œœ Œ Œ œœ œœ
night! 'Twas the

Œ œ œ œ Œ
'Twas the night!

133
œœ Œ Œ

œœ- œœ-

Œ œœ- œœ- œœ Œ

unis.

œœ Œ Ó
night!

Œ œ œ œ Œ
'Twas the night!

œœ Œ Œ
œœ- œœ-

Œ œœ- œœ- œœ Œ

∑

∑
œœ Œ œ œb œ œn œ œb3

3

œ œb œ œn œ œb Ó
3 3

Œ œ œ œ œ œ
'Twas the night be fore

Œ œ œ œ œ œ
'Twas the night be fore

œ. œœ- œœ- œœ- œœ- œœ-

œœ œœ- œœ- œœ- œœ- œœ-

f

funis.

-

-

˘

fl

˘

fl

˘

fl
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&

?

&
?

b

b

b

b

S
A

T
B

Pno.

œœb œœ œœ œœ œœ
Christ mas

œb œ œ œ œ
Christ mas

œ .˙
137 œœœb . œœœ œœœ œœ œœ

Œ œ ˙
œ.

.˙

137 **Add opt. sleigh bells

œœ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ
'Twas the night be fore

œ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ
'Twas the night be fore

œ œ œ œ œ œ

jœb œœn œ œb œ œn œ. œ. œ.
3 3

w‰ Jœ œb œ œ

unis. œœb œœ œœ œœ œœ
Christ mas

œb œ œ œ œ
Christ mas

œ .˙

œœb . œœ œœ œœ œœ
Œ œ ˙
œ.

.˙

œœ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ
'Twas the night be fore

œ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ
'Twas the night be fore

œ œ œ œ œ œ

jœb œœn œ œb œ œn œ. œ. œ.
3 3

w‰ Jœ œb œ œ

unis.

- - - -

- - - -

&

?

&
?

b

b

b

b

S
A

T
B

Pno.

141 œœ œœ œœ œœb œœ
Christ mas

œ œ œ œ œ
Christ mas

œ .˙
141 œœœb . œœœ œœœ œœ œœ

Œ œ ˙œ. .˙

œœ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ
'Twas the night be fore

œ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ
'Twas the night be fore

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œœ œ œ œb œ œ ˙3 3

wb
‰ Jœ œb œ œ

unis. œœb œœ œœ œœ œœ
Christ mas

œb œ œ œ œ
Christ mas

œ .˙

œœœb . œœœ œœœ œœ œœ
Œ œ ˙
œ.

.˙

œœ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ
not a crea ture was

œ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ
not a crea ture was

œ œ œ œ œ œ

jœb œœn œ œb œ œn œ. œ. œ.
3 3

w‰ Jœ œb œ œb

unis.

- -- -

- - - -

&
?

&
?

b

b
b
b

S
A

T
B

Pno.

145 œœ œœ ..˙̇
stir ringœœ œœ ..˙̇
stir ring

145 wwww

.˙ ‰ jœ

Ó œœ œœb œœ
but Saint

Ó œœ œœb œœ
but Saintwwwwb

w

j
Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

Nick!j
Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

Nick!

J
œœ ‰ Œ Ó

œ ‰ ‰ œ- œb œ œn - œ.

**END sleigh bells ∑

Ó Œ œ œb
He was

Œ ‰ jœœœœb . ‰ jœœœœ œœœœ
Œ ‰ jœœ.

‰ jœœ œœ

Funis.

-

-
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